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SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS

From Father Anthony

It was a large gunmetal sea. Monstrous waves reared and curled before crashing in
a welter of snow white foam and dirty spume. Veiled in curtains of spray, the
Rotterdam Ferry pitched and rolled towards the Tyne. Thick smudges of cloud
hugged the horizon: a watery sun glared down balefully. | climbed higher to get a
better view of this giant boiling cauldron.

The Solemnity of All Saints and its gospel, the Beatitudes, takes the place of the 31st
Sunday, with its gospel about Zacchaeus. Realising that his small stature prevents
him from seeing Jesus (in terms of the Beatitudes, he is poor, beggarly) Zacchaeus
climbs a Sycomore tree to get a better view of Jesus. The Sycomore is the Fig-
Mulberry (ficus sycomorus). It produces figs of lesser value than ordinary figs. The
innate goodness of Zacchaeus (from Zakkai *21 meaning purity) drives him to seek
Jesus more deeply - to get a better view of Him. But, his desire to see Jesus is still
based on his distorted or sinful nature - represented by the Sycomore tree. However
high he climbs and from whatever perspective, he still sees Jesus in terms of his
dysfunctional self!

Perhaps we try to get a better view of Jesus; from the perspective of the church,
scripture, prayer, spiritual practice and so on. In a sense they are doomed to the
extent they reflect our own smallness elevated to something bigger. Yet, it is a
beginning and demonstrates our desire for truth. And, it is in this poor or beggarly
state that Salvation arrives. However dysfunctional we are, we now have sight of
Jesus. And, as with Zacchaeus, Jesus asks us to leave our perspective (come down
from the tree). It is no longer needed because He Himself will reside within us... if
we leave or discard what we are attached to (the view)!

| suspect this is what the Saints go through. They rise above themselves, in terms of
themselves and their sinful nature, using various methods, to gain better sight of
Jesus. But, eventually, at His Command, they have to leave it so that Jesus Himself
may reside in them. It is not what they do but what Jesus does in them. So too with
us. We have to demonstrate readiness to accept His gift of Himself; to receive it we
must be empty and poor because in His light everything else is dark.
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OUR CHURCHES

St Osmund

95 Exeter Street SP1 2SF

St Gregory & the English Martyrs
St Gregory’s Ave SP2 7JP

Chapel of the Good Shepherd
Barford Lane, Downton SP5 3QA
NEW TO THE PARISH?

We wish you a very warm welcome.
Please register online

Click Here
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ALL SOULS" DAY - MONDAY 3 NOVEMBER
Mass Times: 10am at St Osmund and 2pm at St Gregory

Blessing of Graves on All Souls’ Day The graves of your loved ones in the London Rd, Devizes Rd and The Avenue
cemeteries can be blessed on this day. Meet at 3pm, either by the central Cross in the London Rd cemetery, inside
the gate at Devizes Rd and in the car park at The Avenue.

During November we pray especially for the Holy Souls. There are special ‘Prayer Request’ envelopes in our church
porches. Place the names of your departed loved ones in one of these envelopes and place it in the box or basket at
the foot of the altar in each of our churches. The Friday evening Mass each week during November will be offered
that those named will rest in peace. If you are unable to get to church in person but would like a name/s placed, please
call 01722 562703 or email office@salisburycatholics.org and we can do it for you.

Sacristan needed! Setting up for Mass, and clearing away afterwards, is a very peaceful and prayerful task, which
is a great help to our beleaguered, overwrought, helpless (hapless?) priests (delete as appropriate)! We would be
grateful for help in the sacristy at St Osmund’s for some of the Masses which are not currently covered. Assistance
would be particularly appreciated for the Monday & Friday 6pm Masses, Saturdays 10am, Sundays 9am & 6pm - and
on occasions such as funerals. There’s occasional moving of boxes of candles etc. and so this may suit a male
parishioner well. You don’t have to be particularly strong or knowledgeable, just reliable, good at following instructions,
taking the blame when things go wrong, and telling the priests how wonderful they are. Speak to one of the priests or
the office if you can help. Full training and support will be given.

Reconciliation at St Osmund’s on Saturdays — There will be two priests present in St Osmund’s Church to hear
confessions on Saturdays. Confessions will take place from 9:30am to 12 noon, continuing during the 10am Mass.

Repairs to the Organ in St Osmund’s Church - thanks to the incredible generosity of parishioners, the money has
now been raised to re-leather the bellows. Work will begin on 10 November and the organ will be out-of-use for a
number of weeks thereafter. We are confident that the organ will be back in use in time for Christmas.

Feast of St Osmund, 4 December - On our Parish Patronal Feast Day, Fr Joseph has been invited to preach at
Salisbury Cathedral during their St Osmund’s Day service. We hope many parishioners will attend and then join us
afterwards in the Parish Rooms for a Cheese & Wine celebration, to which Cathedral parishioners are also warmly
invited. If you're able to help on the evening in any way, please contact the Parish Office or Deacon John Proctor.

Christmas Cards are on sale NOW in the Parish Office and will go on sale next Sunday after Masses in support of
‘Aid to the Church in Need’ (ACN) and Stella Maris. ACN support Catholics and other Christians where they are
persecuted and oppressed. Stella Maris support seafarers, fishers, and their families in the UK and around the world.

ONE-YEAR MISSALS We are now taking orders for the CTS 2026 Cycle A Sunday Missals. Cost is £11 (which
includes P+P). Deadline for orders is next Sunday 9 November. Because of the passing nature of these missals, we
ONLY order those committed to and don’t hold any ‘in stock’. If would like to order a more permanent, 3-year missal,
this is also possible whilst we are receiving a delivery from CTS - contact the office for more information. Order by
email: office@salisburycatholics.org or ring 01722 562703.

First Friday Talks — next Friday 7 November after the 6pm Mass in the Parish Centre. David Blake will be speaking
his experience on the the Pilgrimage of Hope that took place across England a few weeks ago as part of the Jubilee
Year. All are welcome, but if you cannot attend, each talk will be recorded and available on our website over the
weekend. Please click here for more.

Men’s Breakfast - Saturday 8 November at 8am in the Parish Centre. Tickets are £10. Payment can be made on the
day in cash or direct to Deacon John Proctor. To book your place please complete the form or scan the QR code here.

SCORE grant applications. If you are involved in a local or overseas charity, this may be eligible for a SCORE grant.
An application form, and criteria, is available on the parish website under Parish Life/SCORE. The committee next
meets on 17 November to consider applications received prior to this date.
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION THIS WEEKEND

Congratulations to the children who will make their First Holy Communion this weekend. This is a really important and
significant event. Jesus comes to us in a unique way in the Eucharist and as Catholics, we never take this for granted.
Thank you to the parents and catechists who have prepared the children and all who have helped to bring the children
to this day and make it special.

First Holy Communion Masses will be taking place at 9am at St Osmund and 11am at St Gregory. We look forward to
full churches and celebrations of great joy!

FAMILY OF FAITH 2025-6

Family of Faith is our way of supporting families with young children grow together in their faith. Within that, it is the
place where our children are prepared to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession) and Holy Communion
(the Eucharist) for the first time.

The Family of Faith webpage now includes helpful ‘signs of readiness’ documents for parents discerning their child’s
readiness for Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. Online forms for both sacraments are also available. Parents,
please visit the page for full details. The next session is Sunday 9 November at St Gregory’s at 9am for a 9.15am
start, followed by the 11am Mass.

CONFIRMATION 2026

The next core session for those preparing to receive the Sacrament is on the 12 November 6.30pm at the Parish
Centre. To sign up or find out more, click on the button ‘Confirmation” on our homepage. Candidates are encouraged
to join with Youth Group in the intervening weeks.

Youth Group - For those in Years 8 to 11 who'd like to meet up, relax, play games, chat about faith, ask questions,
and pray. Every Wednesday, 6.30 to 8pm (during term time) in the Parish Centre. For more information, click on ‘Youth
Group’ button on our homepage.

SHARING OUR FAITH

Journey in Faith — For adults who are not confirmed Catholics and for those who are returning to the faith of their
childhood. The new programme is underway, the next session is this Sunday 2 November 10.30am at the Parish
Centre. If you are interested in joining do contact Dave Blake at Salisbury.journeyinfaith@cliftondiocese.com. For
more including the timetable click on the ‘Journey in Faith’ button on our home page.

Baptism Preparation — The next course starts next Sunday 9 November at St Gregory after the 11am Mass. Please
contact the Parish Office if you wish to join. To request Baptism for your child, please click the ‘Registration’ button on
our homepage.

Marriage Preparation - The next course is on 9/10 January 2026. Anyone planning to marry in any of our churches
should attend THIS course. Please tell anyone you know who may be planning to marry next year. Contact the Parish
Office to book.

Parish Facilities Available for Parish Activities Would you like to start and run your own parish group? St Gregory’s
Hall and the Parish Centre on Exeter Street are available free of charge for parish activities that build our community.
Both are well equipped, heated, and offer free parking. We already host a number of groups - but new ideas like a
‘knit and natter’ or gentle exercise groups are always welcome! Contact Deacon Steve Godwin at
stephen.godwin@cliftondiocese.com.
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LITURGY THIS WEEK

Year C-1 Ordinary Time Week 31
Proper of Solemnity & Psalter 3

Saturday 1 November
10:00 St Osmund MASS  John Kerin RIP
First Mass of Sunday

17:00 St Gregory MASS Seena Shibu RIP

SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS

09:00 St Osmund
11:00 St Gregory

MASS  First Holy Communion Children
MASS  Sister Joan RIP

12:30 St Osmund Ordinariate MASS  People of the Parish
18:00 St Osmund MASS  Marie Therese Farley RIP
MONDAY 3 NOVEMBER ALL SOULS’ DAY

10:00 St Osmund MASS All Souls

14:00 St Gregory MASS All Souls

18:00 St Osmund Ordinariate MASS  All Souls

Saint Charles Borromeo

MASS Simeon Yamatay

Tuesday 4 November
10:00 St Osmund
All Day Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
18:00 St Osmund Benediction
Wednesday 5 November
10:00 St Gregory
Thursday 6 November
10:00 St Osmund MASS Intentions of Susan, Les & Keith Burry
All Day Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

18:00 St Osmund

MASS  Thanksgiving Joseph Jose Vazhappilly

Benediction
Friday 7 November
10:00 St Gregory Rosary, Service of the Word,
Adoration & Benediction

18:00 St Osmund MASS  The Holy Souls

Saturday 8 November

10:00 St Osmund MASS Thanksgiving
First Mass of Sunday
17:00 St Gregory MASS  Nicola Pearson

Blessings on her 60" Birthday

RECONCILIATION
St Gregory: Saturdays 4.30pm until Mass
St Osmund: Saturdays 9.30am until 12 noon
and by appointment

PRAYER & SCRIPTURE

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR NOVEMBER

For the prevention of suicide

Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal
thoughts might find the support, care, and love they
need in their community, and be open to the beauty of
life.

CLIFTON DIOCESE - We pray this week for the
Parishes of St Patrick (Brockworth) & Our Lady of
Perpetual Succour (Churchdown).

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Shiny Mathew, June Watson, Peter Blacklock, Jack Cox
and Helen Ahern who died recently, and all those whose
anniversaries of death occur at this time. May they rest
in peace and rise in glory.

We also pray for all those in our parish currently facing
ill-health that they will be granted comfort, healing and
strength.

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE:

Psalm Response
Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden,
says the Lord, and | will give you rest.

Alleluia.

SACRAMENTS

BAPTISMS Please request using this online form. For
more information contact Deacon John Proctor or
Deacon Stephen Godwin.

FIRST HoLy ComMuNION If you have a child who is
coming to Mass regularly, for whom preparation for First
Communion may be appropriate, please register your
interest in our Family of Faith programme.

CONFIRMATION 2026 For children who are year 9 or
above please visit the Confirmation page our website.

MARRIAGE Please speak to a priest for guidance at least
six months in advance of your hoped-for wedding date.

FUNERALS Do your family know your wishes with regards
to your funeral? Registered parishioners can provide
these details which are stored confidentially with your
parishioner record and can be given to families at the
appropriate time.

Contact Désirée: office@salisburycatholics.org
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