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ORDINARY TIME WEEK 33 (C)

From Father Anthony

The Gunslinger stood defiant, red breast blazing. | watched my breath: hot tea
steamed. The adornments of spring and summer have mostly gone now. Vibrant
colours, exotic scents, graceful shapes and luxuriant growth have given way to rusty
browns, the aroma of decay, skeletal forms and straggles. And yet the garden’s
character has not changed; regardless of the seasonal topcoat worn, its essence
and pleasing nature remain. | sipped the tea and watched dappled clouds sail by,
obscuring the sunlight.

Many will come in my Name. A name for the ancients was not just an identifier; it
conveyed character or essence. To come in a person's name was to inhabit their
character or essence. The Name of Jesus (God saves) conveys the character and
essence of Christ. To come in His Name is to come as Christ; to embody physically
and spiritually the Essence of the Divine and its Salvific Nature. The Gospels tell us
that, along with the Kingdom of Heaven, Christ is found within. His Name, His
Character, therefore, is found within. Our Lady’s example instructs us to magnify His
Character as ours (my soul magnifies the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour).
All too often though, adornments masquerade in place of this Divine Character. The
face or image we manufacture and project onto the world; the small, selfish, worldly
values we embody and mistake as ourselves; the internal world we create nourished
by pride, envy and resentment... these we magnify! They obscure the temple of our
being and cause of all the strife and dysfunction in the world... the literal and
metaphorical earthquakes, famines and plagues. All these adornments, Jesus tells
us, must be ‘thrown down’ (not one stone will remain). As our emerging Divine
Character battles against the adornments of falsity and error our experience is one
of internal wars and insurrection!

The emergence of this Divine Character is the object of spiritual practice.
Experiencing the turmoil of inner purification and worldly ridicule, which spiritual
practice often brings, we also experience a deeper awareness of Divine Presence
Itself (I myself will give you a wisdom in speaking). This wisdom not only forms our
character; through us it offers an alternative voice in the world. In a world grown tired
of the political and corporate mantras of desperation ravaging and disfiguring our
world it offers a cleansing return to our origin and therefore our destiny.
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PARISH OFFICE
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Désirée Coups
office@salisburycatholics.org

Tony Peters-Ennis
outreach@salisburycatholics.org
OUR CHURCHES

St Osmund

95 Exeter Street SP1 2SF

St Gregory & the English Martyrs
St Gregory’s Ave SP2 7JP

Chapel of the Good Shepherd
Barford Lane, Downton SP5 3QA
NEW TO THE PARISH?

We wish you a very warm welcome.
Please register online

Click Here
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NEW PRIEST FOR OUR PASTORAL AREA

We have received the wonderful news from Bishop Bosco that he plans to appoint Fr
Renjith James CST (Little Flower Congregation) to our Pastoral Area. Fr Renjith is from
India but has been in Europe for some time, undertaking doctoral studies in Canon Law at
the Catholic University in Louvain, Belgium. He will reside in the presbytery at Christ the
King in Amesbury and is expected to be with us towards the end of November. More details

will follow in due course.
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SCORE collection. There is a retiring collection for SCORE overseas projects this weekend 15/16 November.

SPUC - The annual Coffee Morning in aid of SPUC is to be held in St Osmund's Hall at 10:30 after the 10:00 Mass
next Saturday 22 November. There will be the usual cakes, gifts & cards for sale, as well as the popular raffle.

Christmas Cards are on sale in the Parish Office and after our Sunday Masses in support of ‘Aid to the Church in
Need’ (ACN) and Stella Maris. ACN support Catholics and other Christians where they are persecuted and oppressed.
Stella Maris support seafarers, fishers, and their families in the UK and around the world.

Liturgical Diaries for 2026 (Year A) and Directories are now on sale in the Parish Office. The price of the diaries is
£6.50 and the directories is £6.00. These run from Advent 2025 to Christmas 2026 and are a very useful guide to the
church year as well as a good clear, practical size desk diary.

First Friday Talks — Last Friday, 7 November, in the Parish Centre, the speaker was David Blake, who shared
reflections on the Pilgrimage of Hope in which he participated. The talk was recorded and is available to view—please
click on ‘First Friday Talks’ on our homepage.

Parish Pre-Christmas Bazaar - Please come along to our Parish Bazaar, which will be held on Sunday 30 November
12 noon at St Gregory’s Hall. Donations such as games, toys, jigsaws, books that are in good enough condition to
donate as potential gifts for Christmas (please no bric-a-brac), bottles both alcohol or non-alcoholic and cakes will be
most welcome, items may be left in the church porch at the Mass you attend or delivered directly to the Parish Office.

Feast of St Osmund, 4 December - On our Parish Patronal Feast Day, Fr Joseph has been invited to preach at
Salisbury Cathedral during their St Osmund’s Day service. We hope many parishioners will attend and then join us
afterwards in the Parish Rooms for a Cheese & Wine celebration, to which Cathedral parishioners are also warmly
invited. If you're able to help on the evening in any way, please contact the Parish Office or Deacon John Proctor.

Rosary in Salisbury Cathedral - Friday 21 November - The Rosary is prayed by Catholics and Anglicans in
Salisbury Cathedral on the third Friday of each month at 12 o’clock. The next meeting will be on Friday 21 November.
If you would like to join us we meet in the cathedral Refectory 1130-1150 before going into the Cathedral.

Parish Rosary Group meets to pray the Rosary together via Zoom on each Wednesday at 2.30pm. Please contact
Alison on 01722 741681 for information. All are welcome to join.

Red Wednesday Mass for Persecuted Christians Bishop Bosco who will be the main celebrant next Wednesday
19 November at 6:45pm in Clifton Cathedral. The world often remains silent on the persecution of Christians.
#RedWednesday is an opportunity for Catholics and other Christians to stand together in solidarity. To watch the Mass
please visit our ‘Church TV’ page and click on ‘Clifton Cathedral’.

My Generation will be meeting next Wednesday 19 November 2025 for an afternoon of Music from a Ukelele Band
at 2.00pm in St Gregory's Church Hall. For further information please contact Chris on 01722 321109.

Local Camino de Santiago Group Restarting — Walks & Fellowship - Have you walked the Camino de Santiago
or want to learn more about this historic pilgrimage? A local group is restarting, welcoming anyone interested in
walking, sharing experiences, and enjoying picnic teas or pub stops. Organised under the Confraternity of St James,
informal walks and meetups are planned for the new year. Interested? Visit the Wessex regional group page:
https://www.csj.org.uk/wessex Or email: office@csj.org.uk
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WORLD DAY OF THE POOR SUNDAY 16 NOVEMBER

Pope Leo XIV has declared Sunday 16 November 2025 to be the ninth World Day of the Poor, with the theme of “You
are my hope ". In his message for this World Day of the Poor, the Holy Father urges us to recognise those experiencing
poverty as "witnesses to a strong and steadfast hope, precisely because they embody it in the midst of uncertainty,
poverty, instability and marginalisation". For the full message and a video visit our ‘World Day of Poor’ page or click
the image in the ‘Top News’ box.

DEFIBRILLATOR APPEAL —

Thanks to a generous anonymous donation, a new defibrillator will soon be installed at St Gregory’s Church. St
Osmund’s already has one, and both are mounted externally so they can serve not only our parish but also the wider
community and paramedics. We’re now aiming to raise £3,000 to install another unit at the Parish Centre and St
Elizabeth’s Hall. With over 30,000 cardiac arrests each year in the UK, early use of a defibrillator can more than double
survival rates. Your support will help bring that life-saving potential closer to home. For details, please contact Deacon
Stephen Godwin at stephen.godwin@cliftondiocese.com.

FAMILY OF FAITH 2025-6
Family of Faith is our way of supporting families with young children grow together in their faith. Within that, it is the
place where our children are prepared to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession) and Holy Communion
(the Eucharist) for the first time.

The Family of Faith webpage includes helpful ‘signs of readiness’ documents for parents discerning their child’s
readiness for Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. Online forms for both sacraments are also available as well
as follow up resources from the last Session 4 (Penance to Glory). Parents, please visit the page for full details. The
next session is Sunday 23 November at St Gregory’s at 9am for a 9.15am start, followed by the 11am Mass.

CONFIRMATION 2026

The next mandatory session for those preparing to receive the Sacrament is on the 10 December 6.30pm at the Parish
Centre. To sign up or find out more, click on the button ‘Confirmation’ on our homepage. Candidates are encouraged
to join with Youth Group in the intervening weeks which meets every Wednesday, 6.30 to 8pm (during term time) in
the Parish Centre.

SHARING OUR FAITH

Journey in Faith — For adults who are not confirmed Catholics and for those who are returning to the faith of their
childhood. The next session is Sunday 16 November 10.30am at the Parish Centre. If you are interested in joining do
contact Dave Blake at salisbury.journeyinfaith@cliffondiocese.com For more including the timetable click on the
‘Journey in Faith’ button on our home page.

Baptism Preparation — continues this Sunday 16 November at St Gregory after the 11am Mass. To request Baptism
for your child, please click the ‘Registration’ button on our homepage.

Congratulations and welcome to Munachismo & Chibugo Obi who will receive the sacrament of Baptism this Sunday
16 November at the 11am Mass at St Gregory. Please keep Munachismo & Chibugo, their parents Elochukwu &
Chigozie and godparents in your prayers.

Marriage Preparation - The next course is on 9/10 January 2026. Anyone planning to marry in any of our churches
should attend THIS course. Please tell anyone you know who may be planning to marry next year. Contact the Parish
Office to book.
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LITURGY THIS WEEK
Year C-1 Ordinary Time Week 33 & Psalter 1

Saturday 15 November

10:00 St Osmund MASS Hansel Anthony DeCruz RIP
First Mass of Sunday
17:00 St Gregory MASS  Private Intention

SUNDAY 16 NOVEMBER

09:00 StOsmund MASS James Herlihy RIP

11:00 St Gregory MASS Thanksgiving - Raenessa
12:30 St Osmund Ordinariate MASS People of the Parish
16:30  Holy Redeemer Syro-Malabar Rite MASS

18:00 St Osmund MASS Zsuzanna Szila’gyine’ Szalai RIP
Monday 17 November  Saint Hugh of Lincoln

18:00 St Osmund Ordinariate MASS Peter Duffy RIP
Tuesday 18 November
10:00 St Osmund MASS  Sheila Maidment RIP
All Day Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

18:00 St Osmund Benediction
Wednesday 19 November

10:00 St Gregory MASS  Bert Hunt RIP 25t Anniversary &
deceased members of the Hunt family

Thursday 20 November
10:.00 St Osmund
11:30 St Osmund

MASS  Special Intention

Funeral Service Ruth Healy RIP
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will follow the Funeral Service
18:00 St Osmund
18.30  Downton

Benediction
MASS For the souls of Mathew Jacob,

Sophy Mathew & Joseph Augustine.

Friday 21 November Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

10:00 St Gregory Rosary, Service of the Word,

Adoration & Benediction
18:00 St Osmund MASS  The Holy Souls
Saturday 22 November Saint Cecilia
10:00 St Osmund MASS Jane, Hannah & Sophie Tucker
First Mass of Sunday
17:00 St Gregory MASS Celia Maidment RIP
RECONCILIATION

St Gregory: Saturdays 4.30pm until Mass
St Osmund: Saturdays 9.30am until 12 noon
and by appointment

PRAYER & SCRIPTURE

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR NOVEMBER

For the prevention of suicide

Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal
thoughts might find the support, care, and love they
need in their community, and be open to the beauty of
life.

CLIFTON DIOCESE - We pray this week for the
Parishes of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Chippenham) & St Patrick (Corsham).

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Ruth Healy, John Tobin, Sue Halliden, Robert Fitz,
Shiny Mathew, June Watson, Peter Blacklock, Jack Cox
and Helen Ahern who died recently, and all those whose
anniversaries of death occur at this time. May they rest
in peace and rise in glory.

We also pray for all those in our parish currently facing
ill-health that they will be granted comfort, healing and
strength.

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE:

Psalm Response
The Lord comes to judge the peoples with fairness.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

Straighten up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.
Alleluia.

SACRAMENTS

BAPTISMS Please request using this online form. For
more information contact Deacon John Proctor or
Deacon Stephen Godwin.

FIRST HoLY COMMUNION If you have a child who is
coming to Mass regularly, for whom preparation for First
Communion may be appropriate, please register your
interest in our Family of Faith programme.

CONFIRMATION 2026 For children who are year 9 or
above please visit the Confirmation page our website.

MARRIAGE Please speak to a priest for guidance at least
six months in advance of your hoped-for wedding date.

FUNERALS Do your family know your wishes with regards
to your funeral? Registered parishioners can provide
these details which are stored confidentially with your
parishioner record and can be given to families at the
appropriate time.

Contact Désirée: office@salisburycatholics.org
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